
HDHS English Department

Year 10 Newsletter - Autumn 

“Challenge your limit, never miss 
an opportunity”

We would like to keep you up to date with what we are studying in English at HDHS and how 
you can support your son/daughter in their learning journey. If you have any questions, please 
contact hannah.siseman@hdhs.school (Assistant Director of English and Communications 
Faculty)

What are we studying?

All students in Year 10 are beginning the GCSE 
course this term by studying Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet. This term has been dedicated 
to, exploring the historical and social context of 
the play, reading the play in full, analysing key 
scenes and characters, and practising how to 
respond to exam style questions. 

Year 10 are also going to be studying a range of 
poems from the GCSE Power and Conflict cluster 
as well as a selection of unseen poems in order 
to practise poetry analysis skills.

Furthermore, students will also be given the 
opportunity to explore a range of fiction and 
non-fiction texts to aid their study and practice of 
English language skills.

Finally, students are also going to practice and 
demonstrate their writing skills through both 
fiction and non-fiction writing opportunities. 

What skills are being developed?
➔ The ability to form a critical response. 
➔ The ability to retrieve appropriate 

information and form coherent arguments. 
➔ Analyse a writer’s use of language, 

structure and form. 
➔ An understanding of how a person’s 

context influences their writing.  

How do you know if your son/daughter is 
making progress?

➔ Students complete an EWT (Extended 
Writing Task) every two weeks which then 
marked and given a WWW (What Went 
Well), an EBI (Even Better If) and a LTT 
(Long Term Target). 

➔ Students are expected to use the EBI to 
improve their work and then use their LTT 
in future writing tasks.

➔ At the end of each full term, Year 10 
students will complete an end of term 
summative assessment.

What homework should my son/daughter be 
completing?

The following homework is the basic expectations 
for all Year 10 students. Your learner’s class 
teacher may set homework in addition to this to 
support/develop learning. 

➔ Weekly written homework tasks
➔ Fortnightly tasks on GCSEPod. 
➔ 20 minutes reading per day. (With optional 

additional suggested reading 
opportunities.)

➔ Revising for upcoming GCSE exams.



Supporting your son/daughter at home:

To support your son/daughter at home, please talk to them 
about the texts they are studying.  Any discussion you have 
with your son/daughter will support them in being able to 
develop a critical and personal response to the texts.   

Key questions you may wish to ask could include, but are 
not limited to: 
➔ What has happened in the text you are reading 

(poetry also usually has some form of narrative)? 
➔ What are the most important events? When do they 

happen? Why do they happen? 
➔ What are the characters like? Why are they like that? 

Do the characters change? If so, why do the 
characters change? 

➔ Why do you think the writer has chosen to write the 
text in the way they have? What could they have 
been trying to show about the time period they were 
writing? Did they have a specific audience in mind?  
Why? 

➔ Do you think the text has been influenced by the time 
it was written?  If so, how has it been influenced? 

Evaluative verbs 

These are words your learner should be aiming to use in 
their writing and speech to effectively analyse pieces of text.  

Please use some of these words in your discussions to help 
learners familiarise themselves them and their meaning and 
context.

➔ Advocate(s) - to put forward a particular viewpoint or 
opinion. 

➔ Amplify (amplifies) - to emphasise, especially to 
create a greater impact. 

➔ Construct(s) - to build an idea or mood. 
➔ Imply (implies) - to suggest something beyond the 

obvious. 
➔ Symbolise (symbolises) - where an image, 

character, event or object is used to convey a deeper 
meaning. 

➔ Insinuate(s) - making a vague suggestion beyond 
the obvious meaning.   

Further useful online resources:

GCSE Pod:
https://www.gcsepod.com/

Mr Bruff’s YouTube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbr
uff

Mr Salles YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/dom
inicsalles

BBC Bitesize: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/exa
mspecs/zxqncwx

Seneca Learning: 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

Please note, for all online resources, 
the relevant exam board is AQA.

Revision focus: 
Creating flash cards

Flash cards are a great way to revise.  When 
creating flashcards you should use an image 
on one side and the most important 
information on the back. This is an example of 
dual coding which is proven to assist with 
memory and recall. Here is an example 
flashcard on Jekyll and Hyde:
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