Welcome to
Harwich and Dovercourt
High School

Information for parents
of students joining
Year 7 in
September 2021

To be Greater Than The Sum Of Its Parts

Our vision is simple. We are an ambitious school at the heart of
the community. We constantly strive to improve everything we
do. Our mission is to provide all students with a high quality
education that encourages them to be articulate, resilient,
courageous, curious and have the confidence to stand up for
what they believe in. Excellent teaching and learning is at the
core of our approach. We provide all our students with a
forward-looking and rich curriculum which allows them to
develop the skills and knowledge required to grasp any
opportunities the future may present.

Education is a shared
commitment between
dedicated teachers,
motivated students and
enthusiastic parents/
carers with high
expectations.

The School Year

2021-2022
YEARLY CALENDAR
AUTUMN TERM 2021
3 September - 17 December
HALF TERM
25 October - 29 October
SPRING TERM 2022
4 January -1 April
HALF TERM
14 February - 18 February
SUMMER TERM 2022
19 April - 22 July
BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 2 May
HALF TERM
30 May - 3 June
STAFF TRAINING / NON PUPIL DAYS
1 and 2 September
25 and 26 November
21 February

Uniform
Trousers:
Skirt:
Blazer:
Shirt:
Jumper:
Socks:
Shoes:

Formal, full length plain black
Black, knee length
Black with blue piping around the lapels
Plain white
Black V neck with blue piping around the neck
Plain black or flesh coloured
Plain, black, low heeled, weather-proof shoes.
No trainers or canvas shoes allowed

Outdoor wear: Sensible weather-proof outdoor garments.
No leather and no hoodies allowed.
For full and up to
date details of our
School Uniform
Policy, please
consult our website:
www.hdhs.school

What parents can do to help and avoid problems.
We ask parents to ensure that their children come
to school each day in the proper school uniform.
Students should be encouraged to take
responsibility for organising their clothing, and
making sure it is clean and ready to wear.
Please ensure your child’s name is clearly marked
on each item of school uniform. If there is a
problem on a particular day, parents must write a
letter explaining the difficulty for that day. Items
being “in the wash” is not an acceptable reason for
non-uniform.

Attendance to school at HDHS
The school’s target for Year 7 attendance is 97%
We do, however, expect you to be in every day.
Things you should know about our attendance expectations:
●
●

●
●
●

Without exception holidays will NOT be authorised for pupils in Year 7.
Students moving to HDHS, whose attendance is a concern at primary school,
may be placed on a ‘Fast-Track’ monitoring scheme at the beginning of
September.
Students receive 50% of a day’s attendance mark during registration at
morning tutorial.
Students must still be in school at 12:00 noon in order to receive the second
50% mark for the day.
Students arriving to school late without a valid reason will be issued with a 30
minute detention.

The following are interconnected effects of absence from school that studies
have shown your child is likely to experience owing to poor attendance:
• Academic underachievement
• Difficulty making friends
• Loss of confidence and self-esteem

The table to the right shows
how attendance can have a
startling effect on the results
that students may achieve at
Key Stage 4. This is why our
whole school attendance
target is 95%: it helps to
prevent the negative effects
above and gives students
the best opportunity to
achieve, be happy and to
have better opportunities in
their future.

Attendance

Effect on results
(per GCSE or
equivalent)

96 -100%

+1.4

92 - 95.9%

-0.7

90 - 91.9%

-1.5

85 - 89.9%

-1.9

80 - 84.9%

-2.7

0 - 79.9%

-3.3

The School Day

8:35-8:55
8:55-10:10
10:10-10:30
10:30-11:45
11:45-11:50
11:50-13:05
13:05-13:45
13:45-15:00

Tutorial
Period 1
Break
Period 2
Lesson changeover
Period 3
Lunch
Period 4

We are a Cashless School

HDHS is a cashless school. School dinners, trips, ID cards, clubs and school
photos can all be paid for using our online payment tool ‘ParentPay’.
ParentPay is easy to set up, and all parent/carers will be issued with personal
logins via a letter to home, over the summer holidays.
Payments can be made via debit card, credit card or PayPoint.
ID cards which are also used for the cashless catering system will be issued to
students on the first day of term.

Expectations
We expect students to:
· Be punctual to lessons
· Speak politely to teachers, other pupils and students within the
classroom
· Listen to teachers and to other students when they are asked to
speak
· Follow instructions without questioning them
· Bring the correct equipment to all our lessons
· Remember the importance of respect
· Remain in seats unless asked to move
· Raise a hand to ask for help or answer a question
· Work towards our challenge levels at all times
· Respect our school environment
· Avoid drinking and eating around the school
· Put all litter in the bins
Students must not use mobile phones on the school site. They may
have their phones in their bag, switched off during the school day,
but they must not be seen on site, including at break and lunchtime
Headphones and earphones should also not be worn at anytime
during the school day.
Teachers will use ‘Go4Schools’ and ‘Google Classroom’ to record
your child’s homework. Students will be issued with a Log in to see a
personalised homework calendar. In addition to this an account will
be set up for parents/carers to log in.
For good effort, students will be awarded Achievement Points These
are given to students who have worked hard throughout the day.
However, there are also behaviour points and these will be given to
your child if they are not on task or following instructions.

Equipment
Reading Book
Planner
Pen
Pencil
Eraser
Ruler
Colouring pencils
Checklists
are a great
tool for
helping learn
organisation
skills

Maths set:
● Set Square
● Protractor
● Compass
● Calculator

Students must bring a bag
and their equipment to
school every day.

Reading

HDHS is a Reading School: reading for pleasure and
reading for purpose.
As a reading school, we value reading greatly and consider
reading daily as a vital component to support the academic and
social progress of all of our students. Research has proven
that students who regularly read on average twenty minutes
a day generally perform in the top 90% in their GCSE
exams.This twenty minutes of reading needs to be happening
from Year 7 to allow students to reach their full
potential.Students are expected to have a reading book with
them at all times throughout the school day.

HDHS Reading Homework

There will be a lot of opportunities throughout the school day for students to read
for purpose and to read for pleasure. In addition to reading opportunities within
school hours, we have an expectation that students read for twenty minutes
every evening outside of school. This is counted as HDHS homework. Reading
is something that is of value to every subject so this will be twenty minutes every
evening that values every subject.When speaking to your child about homework,
please include twenty minutes of reading in your discussions.
It is up to the students what they read. We would advise that your child chooses to
read something that they enjoy and also a text that has challenging vocabulary.It
can be either fiction or nonfiction. There is no snobbery when it comes to reading
and magazines, sport, pop culture etc.) of course count as reading and can be
beneficial to developing children as readers.Teachers and tutors are always
available to suggest reading recommendations.Students can also loan books from
the school library.

Lapel Badges
How many can your child earn?

100% attendance:
Bronze
Silver
Gold
Independent Learner
Hegerty Maths
Science
PE
Cycling proficiency
Reading
Citizenship
Trips
...and lots more!
Ask your child about
their day.
Encourage your child
to join in

Contact Information

School telephone number: 01255 245460
Attendance Office:

Ext 2256

Trips Office:

Ext 2291

Mrs Honeyman: Head of Year 7
michelle.honeyman@hdhs.school
Mrs Maasz: Assistant Head of Year 7
joanne.maasz@hdhs.school
Mrs Hammett: Student Support Assistant
Ext 2290
amanda.hammett@hdhs.school
Email: admin@hdhs.school
Website: www.hdhs.school

Class of
2026

