
2nd March 2021

Dear Parent/Carer,

Thank you for your patience in awaiting this information about the return to school. Guidance and plans have been
changing daily and I did not want to misinform you. Can I please apologise for the length of this communication but
there is quite a lot to inform you of.

Return to school
In order for us to facilitate testing, the students will return to school by year groups on different days of the week
beginning 8th March. This means that students will have a combination of Remote Learning and On Site Provision
during this week.

Year groups will return staggered by their form groups. The form group will arrive at school on their first day using
the top gate in Hall Lane to be greeted by their tutor at the time indicated below. Please only arrive strictly at this
time and no earlier.

Monday 8th March Tuesday 9th March Wednesday 10th March

8.30am 11ETY 8.30am 10ABU 8.30am 12JGA

8.45 11KCA 8.45 10AGI 8.45 12RGM

9.00 11LRA 9.00 10HSI 9.00 12SRD

9.15 11MRO 9.15 10LBR 9.15 12WME

9.30 11RWI 9.30 10LPU 9.30 13APO

9.45 11SSA 9.45 10RGO 9.45 13EDU

10.00 10.00 10TWI 10.00

Breaktime

11.30 7CLO 11.30 8AHI 11.30 9AJE

11.45 7DNE 11.45 8DFO 11.45 9AMC

12noon 7LKE 12noon 8ESH 12noon 9AWI

12.15 7LTH 12.15 8HPE 12.15 9JGI

12.30 7NIR 12.30 8MLA 12.30 9KRU

12.45 7PMC 12.45 8SCO 12.45 9SSO

Lunchtime

1.45pm 7PSE 1.45pm 8SMO 1.45pm 9TCH

2.00 7SRO 2.00 8SSH 2.00 9TMA

Asymptomatic Testing
Upon arriving at the top gate, each form group will be greeted by their tutor who will check that consent forms for
testing have been submitted. Students will then be led to the Test Centre located in D block. Our staff are very
experienced testers and will guide the students through the whole process.



Once tested, the students will undertake a wellbeing walk within the school grounds. This is an opportunity for
exercise and informal chat in order to understand any current anxieties they may have and to socially interact with
their peers to benefit their mental health and wellbeing. Please wear suitable shoes for walking on the first day
back only.

At the end of the wellbeing walk, the students will get their test result. All negative tests results will be recorded by
the school and the students will then return to their form room with their teacher where they will continue to discuss
the current situation both locally and globally in order to allay any fears they may have. You will receive notification
via e-mail and/or text from the NHS to confirm the result of the test by the end of the day.

Any student with a positive test result will be sensitively and privately informed and will be asked to phone you in
order to tell you that they must return home to self isolate for 10 days. Your whole family will be advised to self
isolate for 10 days also. Unless you specify that you will collect your child whilst on the phone, then we will send the
child home.

After some time with the tutor and form group, normal lessons will begin at period 3, unless your child’s testing is in
the afternoon.

Following the first round of testing, the students will undergo a further 2 tests in school for which their class teacher
will lead them down to the Test Centre at the appropriate time. After all three tests have been undertaken, home
testing kits will be given to students to continue asymptomatic testing at home. These tests come with fully
comprehensive instructions and we have trialled them to be certain of their ease of use.

Educational Offer
For the week beginning 8th March, the combined offer of remote provision and normal on site learning will be as
follows:

Monday 8th
March

Tuesday 9th
March

Wednesday
10th March

Thursday 11th
March

Friday 12th
March

Year 7 P1 - 2 Remote
Learning
P3 - 4 Tutor time
on site

Normal Timetable in School
(see Staggered School Day table below)

Year 8
Remote
Learning

P1 - 2 Remote
Learning
P3 - 4 Tutor time
on site

Normal Timetable in School
(see Staggered School Day table below)

Year 9
Remote Learning

P1 - 2 Remote
Learning
P3 - 4 Tutor time
on site

Normal Timetable in School
(see Staggered School Day table
below)

Year 10
Remote
Learning

P1 - 2 Tutor time
on site
P3 - 4 Normal in
class lessons

Normal Timetable in School
(see Staggered School Day table below)

Year 11 P1 - 2 Tutor time
on site
P3 - 4 Normal in
class lessons

Normal Timetable in School
(see Staggered School Day table below)

6th Form
Remote Learning

P1 - 2 Tutor time
on site
P3 - 4 Normal in
class lessons

Normal Timetable in School
(see Staggered School Day table
below)





Staggered School Day
As with before Christmas, we have staggered entry and exit times in order to minimise any contact between year
groups. This will be in place from the day after your child returns to school for their first test. The times for this
term and the term after Easter are below:

Year
Group

Arrival Registration Period 1 Break Period 2 Period 3 Lunch Period 4 End of
School

Day

7 8.45am
- Middle

Gate

8.45 - 8.55am 9 -
10.00am

10.00 -
10.30am

10.30 -
11.45am

11.50 -
12.55pm

12.55-
1.45pm

1.45 -
2.50pm

2.50pm
MIddle
Gate

8 8.35am
- Middle

Gate

8.35 - 8.55am 9 -
10.10am

10.10 -
10.40am

10.40 -
11.45am

11.50 -
1.05pm

1.05 -
1.50pm

1.50 -
3.00pm

3.00pm
Middle Gate

9 8.45am
- Top
Gate

8.45 - 8.55am 9 -
10.10am

10.10 -
10.40am

10.40 -
11.45am

11.50 -
1.05pm

1.05 -
1.50pm

1.50 -
3.00pm

3.00pm
Top Gate

10 8.35am
- Bottom

Gate

8.35 - 8.55am 9 -
10.10am

10.10 -
10.40am

10.40 -
11.45am

11.50 -
1.05pm

1.05- 1.50pm 1.50 -
3.00pm

3.00pm
Bottom
Gate

11 8.35am
- Top
Gate

8.35 - 8.55am 9 -
10.00am

10.00 -
10.30am

10.30 -
11.45am

11.50 -
1.00pm

1.00 -
1.45pm

1.45 -
2.50pm

2.50pm
Top Gate

Face Coverings
The DfE recommends the wearing of face masks both in communal areas such as corridors and in the classroom.
Whilst we continue to ask students to wear facemasks in the communal areas, it is a recommendation that they do
so in the classrooms. I understand that a number of students and staff may have difficulties and find challenges in
wearing face masks for extended periods of time.

Free School Meals
Our canteen facilities will be running as they were before Christmas but the parents of children in receipt of Free
School Meals will receive supermarket vouchers for the days of the week beginning 8th March when they are not in
school.

FAQs
Do I have to consent for my child to be tested?
No.

Will my child still be able to go to school and go to lessons if s/he hasn’t been tested?
Yes.

Should I get my child tested at a walk in centre before returning to school?
Only if you want to. The children will all have 3 tests in school regardless of whether they have been tested before
returning or not.

My child has breathing problems, does s/he have to wear a face covering?
No, it is a recommendation only that we will be strongly encouraging where appropriate.

My child is forgetful!  Do you have spare masks in school?
Yes.



Is there plenty of sanitiser in the school?
Yes. We have replenished our stocks and there are hand sanitising stations at various locations in each block,
including at the entry and exit points and bottles of sanitiser in each classroom. We strongly advise a child having
their own bottle in their bag.

Will the students be expected to wear school uniform?
Yes.

Will the PE changing rooms be back in use?
No.  When students have PE we ask that they wear the correct HDHS PE kit to school on that day.

Will my child be sent home to isolate if s/he has been in contact with another student who has tested
positive?
Yes. In the case where there is a positive test result or we are informed of a positive test result using the email
address positivetest@hdhs.school, we will ask all close contacts from the 48 hours before the positive test result to
go home to self isolate for 10 days. Close contact is defined by Public Health England as those who have been
within 1 metre for 1 minute or longer, or been wihtin 2 metres for more than 15 minutes over the course of one day.

All of our arrangements are subject to change as new guidelines come in or as we review our systems. The Risk
Assessment for on site learning is available on our website and it is reviewed weekly.

I am very much looking forward to the students all returning to on site education as are all of their teachers. If you
have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the year team for your child.

Yours faithfully

Mrs Kate Finch
Headteacher


