
 
 
 
13th November 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
In the interest of transparency and in order to allay any fears or misunderstandings there may be, I am writing to                     
remind you of the process I am obliged to follow in the unfortunate event of a positive case of Covid19 within the                      
school community, either for a member of staff or a student. 
 
The entire process is by instruction of Public Health England (PHE). Schools do not make their own guidelines to                   
follow. 
 

 
 
 
In the event that students must be contacted to self-isolate, please be certain that all affected students are indeed                   
contacted as soon as possible by the school. If you hear of a case, but you have not been directly contacted by the                       
school, it is because your child was not a close contact. PHE defines a close contact as someone within 2 metres                     
of the individual for a period of 15 minutes or longer. PHE is very clear in their instructions that anyone not                     
within 2 metres or not for 15 minutes or longer, need not self-isolate and can continue coming to school. 
 
Please can I remind parents that as soon as you have a positive test result, please email the dedicated email                    
address: positivetest@hdhs.school - this is a mail box specifically for positive test results so please do not email                  
general questions, instead send these to admin@hdhs.school  



Please be reassured that if your child is asked to self-isolate following close contact, their attendance in school will                   
not be adversely affected as this will not count as an absence, because your child will be set work on Google                     
Classroom in order to continue their learning at home. 
 
Please can I ask you to discuss with your child, once again, the importance of hand hygiene both in and out of                      
school and indeed the importance of wearing their face mask, which is now in the government’s instructions to                  
secondary schools, in communal areas such as corridors. Additionally, please remind your child about their               
responsibility to socially distance when arriving and leaving the school. We have a staggered start and finish to the                   
day for this reason.  
 
In the unwelcome event of any further cases being diagnosed within our school community, please be certain that I                   
will notify parents, in line with PHE instructions, as soon as I am notified by the individual.  
 
Thank you for your continued support during these challenging times. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs K Finch 
Headteacher 
 
 


