
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21st September 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

You will no doubt be reading and hearing more and more from the media at the moment about cases of Covid19 in 

schools and the threat of further closures.  I would like to reassure all stakeholders that at the time of writing this letter we 

have yet to be informed of any positive tests for the virus in our school community. Indeed, the R rate for the East of 

England remains lower than the national average. 

Please be reassured that the chance of becoming ill if infected for children of secondary school age is very low although, 

we are aware that the potential for transmission to more vulnerable family members is higher.  

If your child is showing symptoms of the virus (persistent cough, loss of smell/taste, fever) which you are sure is not the 

seasonal cold, we have a clear procedure in place. 

1. Please notify the school of the absence from school and the reason and obtain a test as soon as possible. 

2. Please update the school daily as to a further absence from school and your position in obtaining a test - any 

difficulties you may be having with this. 

What do I do if my child tests positive for COVID-19? 

If your child tests positive for Covid19, please notify the school immediately by emailing a screenshot or photograph of 

the positive result.  Please do so using the following email address: positivetest@hdhs.school clearly stating the child’s 

name and year group.   Please email this address rather than Year Leaders or Year Teams as I will need to liaise with the 

Health Protection Team. You should also follow any advice received from the NHS Test and Trace Service, including 

ensuring that all members of your household self-isolate. 

 

What will happen next? 

We will contact the local Health Protection Team who guides us on what the next steps are that we need to take as a 

school. 

It is likely that we will be advised to contact the parents of the student who has tested positive and ask them to list the 

names of other students or members of staff that they have been in close contact with at school. The definition of ‘close 

contact’ is  

·  Face to face conversation within one metre 

·  Being coughed on 

·  Having skin to skin physical contact 

·  Contact within one metre for one minute or longer without face to face contact 

·  Person who has been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes with someone who has tested 

positive for COVID-19 



·  A person who has travelled in a small vehicle with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 or who has 

been near someone who has tested positive in a larger vehicle e.g. a bus 

To complete the process we will also contact the student’s teachers to see who they were sat next to in lessons . This 

information will be requested by the local health protection team. 

 

Contacting students who will now need to self isolate. 

Through our school track and trace enquiries and with the guidance from the Health Protection Team we will contact the 

parents of any students who have been in close contact with the student who has tested positive for COVID-19.  The 

students will then need to self isolate for 14 days, although this may be longer if at any time within this period they or a 

member of the household shows symptoms of COVID 19. We will also write to the parents explaining what to do next. 

  

Contacting all parents in the event of a positive COVID-19 test result. 

We will inform parents to confirm that there has been a positive case in the school.  It is important that we are as 

transparent with you as possible. 

 

What work should my child be doing if isolating at home? 

It is very important that any child who is isolating at home still engages in their school work to avoid falling behind in an 

already extremely packed school year.  All class work will be set by class teachers using Google Classroom.  If you are in 

any doubt as to how to access this, please contact the Year Team who will advise you. 

It is more important now than ever that we have correct contact details for all parents and that all parents are using 

Go4Schools as a way of staying on top of lesson, classwork, positive behaviour points and other items.  Please update 

the school with any changes to your contact details and please ensure you have the Go4Schools app on your phone or 

device. 

 

Thank you for your continued support through a challenging time. 

 

Mrs K Finch 

Headteacher 

 

 


