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Year 6 Newsletter 2020

Dear parent/carer,
This newsletter is to give you further information about Year 7 English at HDHS and to help prepare your child for 
their entry this September. If you have any further questions about KS3 English at HDHS or how you can support 
your child ahead of their start this September, please email sophie.rogers@hdhs.school
Kind regards,
Ms S Rogers
KS3 English Leader 

What will my child be studying?
The overall theme for Year 7 English is ‘identity’. 
Students will explore a range of carefully chosen texts 
and extracts throughout the year which link back to 
this central theme.
At HDHS, the English curriculum is made up of four 
key areas (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, creative 
writing). These areas are then delivered in an 
integrated manner using an anchor text(s) which 
changes each term. 

Year 7 students will begin in September with a short 
transition unit which focuses on creative writing and 
Greek Mythology. Students will then move on to 
explore a range of speeches written by William 
Shakespeare. In particular, Year 7 students will 
explore speeches from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Othello and The Tempest. Students will explore 
Shakespeare’s use of language and begin to develop 
an understanding of his use of characterisation. 
Creativity is integral to the study of English and 
students will have many opportunities to be creative 
and personalise the extracts they study.
Alongside their study of Shakespeare, students will 
explore poems and non fiction extracts from a diverse 
range of voices in order to help students become 
more aware of the world around them. 

How will I know if my child is making progress?
➔ Students complete an EWT (Extended Writing 

Task) every two weeks which is marked and given 
a WWW (What Went Well), an EBI (Even Better If) 
and a LTT (Long Term Target). 

➔ Students are expected to use the EBI to improve 
their work and use their LTT in future writing 
tasks.

➔ At the end of each full term, students will 
complete an end of term summative assessment 
(Milestone Assessment) made up of 3 sections 
(Section A - Prior Learning, Section B - New 
Knowledge, Section C - Analysis of Writer’s 
Language)

What homework will my child be expected to 
complete?
The following homework is the basic expectations for 
all Year 7 students. Your child’s teacher may set 
homework in addition to this to support/develop 
learning. 
➔ Fortnightly writing/reading challenges, 

completed to either bronze, silver or gold level 
➔ Four Bedrock Learning lessons to be 

completed over a fortnight (1 is completed in 
school during dedicated Bedrock lesson)

➔ Study skills in preparation for end of term 
Milestone Assessments.

What could my child be doing over the summer to 
prepare for Year 7?

We believe it is important that Year 6 students enjoy 
their well deserved summer holiday after what has 
been an unusual and unprecedented year for them. 
However, if there is one thing we recommend for Year 
6 students to be doing this summer - read!
HDHS Read, Read, Read and Read List 2020
Year 7 Reading for Purpose List
Year 7 Reading for Pleasure List

Fiction Non-Fiction Poetry
Creative 
Writing

“Challenge your limit, never miss an opportunity”

What is Bedrock Learning?
Bedrock Learning is an online vocabulary programme 
which aims to teach vocabulary to students whilst 
encouraging reading. You can find out more at;
https://bedrocklearning.org/what-is-bedrock-learning/

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-cqXXXXt6igDgyJTkRT_Av9xM65qrF_S/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-d97ejYiTY-pUOK3uo-U1MHKt8YEnYDZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-aE1SXklTYvMZUgVzeGEpVWzGLcQbFl6/view
https://bedrocklearning.org/what-is-bedrock-learning/

