
August 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
The teachers and I are very much looking forward to welcoming all the students back in school in the                   
next couple of weeks. Please be reassured that thanks to our 3 year Key Stage 4 programme, we have                   
enough time to cover all the subject content ahead of the exams next summer, but only if the students                   
are in school for 100% of the time, and so attendance has never been so important. 
 
I am writing to inform you of a change to the start date for year 11. Unfortunately, the building works we                     
are undergoing have overrun very slightly. As you know, each year group will be based in one block of                   
the school, to maintain year group bubbles as per the guidelines from the government.  
 
Year 11 will be based in the brand new Science block, C block. We have placed year 11 in this block so                      
that they can continue with practical science lessons whenever necessary to ensure full course coverage               
ahead of the exams next summer. Year 11 will be leaving C block for practical lessons in subjects such                   
as technology, so we are confident that they will not be missing out on any course coverage in any                   
subject. 
 
Unfortunately, the building work and renovations have suffered due to the pandemic also and so have                
overrun very slightly. This will mean just a one day delay in year 11 coming back to school. Instead of                    
coming back on Friday 4th September, it will be a return date of Monday 7th September. For this                  
first day back only the start time will be 9am. 
 
Students must be in full school uniform except on the days where they have Btec sport or Dance when                   
they will come into school in their PE kit as the changing rooms will not be in use throughout these safety                     
measures. 
 
All students of secondary age should ensure they have a face covering and also a plastic bag to place                   
the covering in when not wearing it. Students will be able to wear their own PPE if they wish to do so and                       
will be encouraged to wear them particularly when they are not in the classroom or where social                 
distancing cannot be maintained. All staff will be encouraged to wear a face covering when they are not                  
in the classroom or where social distancing cannot be maintained. All staff will be provided with a face                  
visor for them to wear at their discretion. We will spend time on educating staff and students on the                   
wearing of face coverings, safe removal and storage. Any visitor to the school site, which will be by                  
appointment only, will be required to wear a face covering. 
 
Students must enter through the top gate only on Hall Lane and go straight into their form room as stated                    
below. 

 

11ETY Mrs E Tyers (M-Th) / Mrs K Gooch (F) C3 

11SSA Mr S Sansom C5 

11MRO Mr M Root C9 

11KCA Mr K Callaghan C6 



11RWI Miss R Wiffen / Mrs V Williams (M wkB) C2 

11SCR Miss S Cross (M, W, F) /Mr Seeley (Tu and Th) C10 

11LRA Mrs L Rawlings C7 

 
On the first day, the building one way system will be explained to the students along with the safety                   
measures such as extra handwashing, separate year group eating facilities and a slightly staggered              
break and lunch time.  
 
The start and end of the school day will also be slightly staggered and this will change on rotation each                    
half term so that each year group accesses the form time programme throughout the term. 
 

Half Term Start Time Break Time Lunchtime End 
Time 

Entry/exit gate 

1 
Monday 7th September to 
Friday 23rd October 

8.35am 
Go to form 
room 

10 - 10.30am 12.50 - 1.45pm 2.50pm Top Gate 
(main 
reception gate) 

2 
Monday 2nd November to 
Friday 18th December 

8.55am 
Go straight 
to lesson 1 

10.10 - 
10.40pm 

1.05 - 2.00pm 3.05pm Top Gate 

 
Parents will not be allowed entry into the school without an appointment for safety reasons and so please                  
ensure that you are familiar with the school telephone number: 01255 245460 should you need to make                 
contact. If you have any queries relating to your child please contact Mrs Locke, on extension 2254 in the                   
first instance, or by e-mailing deborah.locke@hdhs.school  
 
We do not know how long these measures will be in place and so I will update you further as the                     
situation evolves and ahead of the Spring Term. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs Kate Finch 
Headteacher 


