
 

 

 

17th July 2020 

Dear Parent and Carer 

I am writing to provide details of the planned reopening of the school to all students from the start                   
of next term. I will write again towards the end of the summer break to provide more details for                   
individual year groups and to respond to any changes in the current situation in the intervening                
weeks. 

As you may be aware, when all students return in September the school will be required to operate                  
in a very different way to the way it did back in March. Significant safety measures will be put in                    
place and social distancing will still be required. This will require significant planning and induction               
for all staff and additional support for those students in Year 7 joining the school for the first time.                   
Therefore, the following measures will be put in place: 

● September 1st and 2nd – Staff training and planning for welcoming all students back, this               
requires an additional day from that originally planned. 

● September 3rd – Start of term for all students in Year 7 and 12 
● September 4th – Start of term for students in Year 11 
● Monday September 7th – All year groups return to school. Years 8-10 will have a staggered                

start time. 
● Each year group will arrive through a specific entrance: 

 
 

Year Start Date Start time Entrance Gate Year Group Block 

7 
Thursday 3rd  
Sept 8.35am 

Hall Lane Middle Gate 
(Main student entrance) K 

8 
Monday 7th  
September 9.30am 

Hall Lane Middle Gate 
(Main student entrance) J 

9 
Monday 7th  
September 10.00am 

Hall Lane Top Gate 
(Main visitor entrance) A 

10 
Monday 7th  
September 10.30am 

Hall Lane Bottom Gate 
(Sports Hall entrance) G 

11 
Friday 4th  
September 8.35am 

Hall Lane Top Gate 
(Main visitor entrance) C 

12 
Thursday 3rd  
Sept 8.35am 

Hall Lane Bottom Gate 
(Sports Hall entrance) Various 

13 
Monday 7th  
September 11.30am 

Hall Lane Bottom Gate 
(Sports Hall entrance) Various 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

● All year groups will work in a separate block of the school and will be kept apart throughout                  
the school day. 

● Lesson times will be only slightly altered in order to accommodate arrangements for break              
and lunchtimes which will be adjusted to maintain social distancing. 

● Students in Year 7 and 8 will remain in their form groups for all lessons. 
● Students will be based in the same room for the vast majority of lessons, except where                

specialist accommodation is required. 
● Assemblies and other large gatherings of students and visitors will not be taking place until               

further notice. 
● Students will be encouraged to regularly wash their hands and hand sanitiser will be              

available in all rooms. 
● The school’s behaviour policy and code of conduct will be updated to take account of the                

measures we need to put in place and the Home School Agreement will be reissued to all                 
accordingly. 

● All students will be required to be in full school uniform except on the days when they have                  
PE where their PE kit will need to be worn to avoid using the changing facilities. 

● Public transport should be avoided by all students and whilst contract buses can be used               
face coverings must be worn. If this is the case, a plastic bag must be on the student’s person                   
in which to place the mask during the day. 

● As you are aware, attendance will be compulsory from September and the school will work               
with parents to alleviate any concerns that may exist. 

As I stated at the start of this letter, more detailed information will be provided at the start of term,                    
but please be assured that all measures will be in place to oversee the safety of students and staff                   
and all students will be thoroughly informed in their first few days of school. 

It will be an unusual start to term, but nothing that we cannot cope with and I am really looking                    
forward to welcoming all students back into the building; all the staff and I have missed teaching and                  
talking to all the students and we are looking forward to the ‘new normal’. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Kate Finch 
Headteacher 


