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FOREWORD

In Key Stage 4, it is important to ensure that students receive an education that is broad, balanced and 
relevant. Our Key Stage 4 curriculum is made up of compulsory (core) subjects and chosen subjects that 
will enable your son or daughter to follow courses appropriate to their interests and abilities. We offer 
a range of qualifications, namely GCSEs, BTECs and National Certificates. There is an explanation of the 
differences between these qualifications on pages 32-34 of this booklet. There is also a description of the 
English Baccalaureate (EB). Whilst the suite of subjects that comprise the EB all are worthy of study, and the 
Department for Education will report annually on how many of our students have been entered for and 
passed them, we do not insist on students taking this particular set of subjects. It is important, however, that 
you are aware of the following:

Firstly, our ambition is for all of our students to achieve to the maximum of their potential. This means that 
we would expect a significant proportion of them to be able to go on to study at sixth form level when they 
finish Year 11. We know that some of them will not want to, but they will have the choice if they do. The 
only optional subject that they must have taken at GCSE in order to take it at A Level is a language. 

Secondly, this means that many of them will choose to go on to study at university. Competition for places 
is very high. Universities therefore have to find some way of deciding who should be offered a place. I 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome to the Parent/Carer Guide to KS4 Courses 
2020 booklet. We hope that the booklet provides 
you with the necessary information to help you 
guide your son or daughter in making the right 
choices for them. This is an exciting time in any 
young person’s life, when he or she is given some 
choice for the first time about which subjects they 
will study. 

believe that one way they will do this is to expect that 
applicants have at least a GCSE grade 4 or better in a 
modern foreign language, and they should consider 
very carefully before deciding not to continue with 
a language – this applies even if at the moment they 
think they will not go to university later. Despite all of 
this it is still their choice, and whilst it is in their best 
interests to consider very carefully all of the advice 
they are given, ultimately they should and must 
decide. For this reason the school has not made the 
study of this subject compulsory. 

Whatever their choices are, you can be certain that we 
will do everything we can to support them in achieving 
the qualifications necessary to move onto the next 
stage of their development, and ultimately a fulfilled 
and happy adult life.

Mr M Higgon
Deputy Headteacher 2
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KEY STAGE FOUR PATHWAYS

Blue Route

Students studying on the Orange and Green 
Routes will be offered the opportunity to study 

vocational courses in either hairdressing or 
construction during Years 10 and 11.  Further 

details will be provided during Year 9.

Green Route

For students who are aiming to achieve GCSEs (or 
equivalent qualifications) at grades 1-4:

•	 These will be students who currently receive 
additional support from Learning Support: 

•	 Entry Level and GCSE Mathematics
•	 Entry Level and GCSE English Language and 

Literature 
•	 Entry Level Science and GCSE Trilogy Science 
•	 Two additional GCSE or equivalent courses 
•	 A choice between qualifications in Sport or 

Dance
•	 Additional support during one of their ‘option’’ 

blocks to help maximise their success in 
English, mathemathics, science and Ebacc 
option.

In the future:  Pre-Work Skills and other vocational 
qualifications e.g. BTEC courses, First Vocational 
Qualifications, Apprenticeships.  Orange, Blue 
or Green Routes at Harwich and Dovercourt 

Sixth Form College or at an equivalent post-16 
institution, followed by university bridging 

course, further training or employment with 
training such as an apprenticeship.

Orange Route

For students who are aiming to achieve GCSEs (or 
equivalent qualifications) at grades 3-6:

•	 GCSE Mathematics
•	 GCSE English Language and Literature
•	 GCSE Science Trilogy (double) or Sciences - 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
•	 Three additional GCSE or equivalent courses 

including one subject from Geography, History, 
French and Computer Science

•	 A choice between qualifications in Sport or 
Dance

In the future:  A Levels or equivalent, including 
Level 3 BTEC courses via the Purple or Orange 

Routes at Harwich and Dovercourt Sixth Form or 
at another post-16 provider, or other vocational 

courses or apprenticeships.

Purple Route

For Students who are aiming to achieve GCSEs at 
grades 5-9: 

•	 GCSE Mathematics 
•	 GCSE English Language and Literature 
•	 GCSE Science Trilogy (double) or Sciences - 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
•	 Three additional GCSE courses including one 

subject from Geography, History, French, and 
Computer Science

•	 We strongly encourage students to study 
both French and either Geography or History 

•	 A choice between qualifications in Sport or 
Dance

In the future:  A Levels or equivalent, including 
Level 3 BTEC courses, via the Purple Route at 

Harwich and Dovercourt Sixth Form or at another 
post-16 provider, and then an academic course at 

university or a Higher Level Apprenticeship
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OVERVIEW
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CORE SUBJECTS

Three core subjects
 GCSE English Language and English Literature     
 GCSE Mathematics
 GCSE Science (Double Or Triple Award)

OPTIONS 1 & 2

One subject chosen from
 BTEC Sport
 BTEC Dance

One English Baccalaureate subject chosen from:
 GCSE Computer Science
 GCSE French
 GCSE Geography
 GCSE History

OPTIONS 3 & 4:

Two further subject choices from:

 GCSE Art*
 BTEC Art and Design (graphic design)*
 Cambridge National in Enterprise and Marketing
 BTEC Tech Award in Child Development
 GCSE Computer Science
 GCSE Design Technology
 GCSE Drama
 International Vocational Qualification Award in Engineering
 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
 GCSE French
 GCSE Geography
 BTEC Tech Award in Health & Social Care
 GCSE History
 Cambridge National in ICT
 GCSE Media
 GCSE Music
 
 *art, and art (graphic design) cannot be chosen together



GCSE ENGLISH AND ENGLISH LITERATURE
EXAM BOARD: AQA
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English is an essential skill for everyone.  We need to:

•	 Understand and interpret the work around us
•	 Understand how to communicate in different ways

We teach an integrated Literature and Language course.  We study a wide range of writers’ work 
from novels to poetry and a lot more!  The English course offers students a chance to take a more 
responsible role in a world which demands a range of communication skills.  It is an essential 
qualification for most courses in Further and Higher Education.  Students in Year 9, 10 and Year 11 
are prepared for GCSE on completion of Year 11.  The final assessment is based on 100% exam only 
which will be taken at the end of Year 11.

Homework
Homework is set weekly and will be an opportunity to develop necessary skills such as reading for 
meaning, annotation, analysis, forming and developing viewpoints.

Course Progression
•	 A Level English Literature
•	 A Level Media Studies
•	 Apprenticeships
•	 World of work

Careers Associated with English
•	 Journalism
•	 Teaching
•	 Publishing
•	 Public Relations
•	 Broadcasting
•	 Advertising
•	 Human Resources

GCSE English is a two and a half year course in the areas of:

•	 Reading and understanding
•	 Writing
•	 Speaking and Listening

Further details can be obtained from:
Mr R Gallagher - ray.gallagher@hdhs.school
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GCSE MATHEMATICS
EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

Aims and content of the course
We aim to ensure students of Mathematics are able to:
•	 develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts
•	 acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems
•	 reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions
•	 comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 

appropriate to the information and context.

Further details can be obtained from:
Mr J Bacon - james.bacon@hdhs.school

The assessments will cover the following content headings:

1. Number
2. Algebra
3. Ratio, proportion and rates of change
4. Geometry and measures
5. Probability
6. Statistics

Assessment/examinations
The course will be assessed with 3 papers, each 1hr and 30 minutes in length. One of the papers 
will be a non-calculator paper.  Each paper has 80 marks and assesses a students’ mathematical 
capability across the full range of the curriculum. 

There will be two tiers of entry: Foundation and Higher. The tiering decision will be finalised 
following the December PPEs in Year 11. 

Future progression beyond Year 11
Studying GCSE Mathematics lays the foundation for further study in mathematics and/or the 
thorough grounding required to operate numerically in the world in which we live. 

The vast amount of employers will be looking for students to have achieved a Grade 4 or 5 at GCSE 
Mathematics in order to demonstrate their capability of dealing with numerical situations they 
may meet in the workplace. Passing Maths and English was shown to add £80,000 to your lifetime 
earnings. 

Further study in Mathematics is offered in a range of different avenues. Many providers offer a 
Core Maths qualification for those seeking to demonstrate their capabilities in Mathematics and 
its applications to other subjects. The more traditional, Maths and Further Maths A Levels or IB 
Mathematics open the door to higher education in Mathematics. 



GCSE SCIENCE (DOUBLE, SYNERGY OR TRIPLE AWARD)
EXAM BOARD: AQA
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In recognition that different students possess different skills, the HDHS Science department 
provides three different pathways at Key Stage 4 and matches students to the specification with the 
most appropriate form of assessment.  All courses are taught across three years starting in Year 9.

Triple Award Science (sometimes known as ‘Separate Sciences’ or ‘Single Sciences’) is where 
students study all three sciences and end up with three GCSEs.

Double Award Science (also known as ‘Combined Science’ , ‘Triology’ or ‘Synergy’) is where students 
study all three sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) but end up with two GCSEs. The majority of 
GCSE students in England follow the Double Award course, which covers approximately two thirds 
of the content covered by Triple Award Science students. They are awarded two GCSE grades based 
on their overall performance across all three science subjects.

This system was introduced in 2006. It can cause confusion because, when parents were at school, 
“Double Science” meant two of the three science subjects.

Each exam features Foundation tier and Higher tier papers. Foundation tier is designed for students 
who are aiming for grades 1-5, and Higher tier is designed for students who are looking for grades 
4-9. Students scoring a Grade 6 and above will normally be entered into the Higher tier but this is 
also based on guidance from the school.

Any students wishing to take Triple Award Science will have to discuss this with their class teacher 
and may have to interview with Mr Docherty and Miss Gill. The Triple Award is not an option subject 
as no extra time is given so students sitting the Triple Award will have to cover an additional third of 
content at the same time as their peers therefore content is taught at an accelerated rate.

Further details can be obtained from:
Mr M Docherty - matt.docherty@hdhs.school 
Mr A Bullock- allan.bullock@hdhs.school  
Ms Gill- alexandra.gill@hdhs.school
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BTEC SPORT
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL

Sport, activity and fitness is a growing industry: it is expected to increase in size by 11 per cent 
by 2020. There are currently over 400,000 jobs in the UK. Sport, activity and fitness also has a 
positive impact on the health of the nation. Regular sport and physical activity can reduce the risk 
of many chronic conditions and illnesses, including coronary heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, 
cancer and obesity. The Department of Health and Social Care is encouraging inactive people to 
take up activity in any form and the government has broadened Sport England’s role to cover both 
sport and physical activity, including cycling, dancing and walking. There has never been a better 
time to study sport, activity and fitness. Study of this sector at Key Stage 4 will complement GCSE 
study through providing an opportunity for practical application alongside conceptual study. There 
are also strong opportunities for post-16 progression in this vital sector.

Further details can be obtained from:
Mr R Gambrell - richard.gambrell@hdhs.school

Things to know Sport can open pathways that you may never 
imagined it could

•	 This course is not 100% practical (like PE in 
Yr7 and 8)

•	 60% coursework / 40% exam 
•	 You will be expected to complete 

coursework and meet set deadlines 
•	 There will be homework set from theory 

lessons 
•	 Full HDHS PE uniform is expected on 

practical lessons

•	 Teacher
•	 Sports Coach
•	 Journalist
•	 Army
•	 Police
•	 A Levels/University
•	 Nurse
•	 Physiotherapist
•	 Fitness Instructor
•	 Personal Trainer

What can BTEC Sport offer?
•	 A GCSE equivalent qualification
•	 Increased knowledge around sport
•	 Increased knowledge about healthy fit lifestyles
•	 Increased confidence
•	 An opportunity to create a pathway which suits 

you best
•	 A direct benefit to your everyday life
•	 A course which as different ways of assessment 
•	 Opportunities to see elite level sport being 

played on national stages



BTEC DANCE
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL
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Calling all Boy and Girl Dancers, Choreographers, Teachers, Musical Theatre Performers…No 
experience necessary as we will TRAIN YOU!

Dance can be taken as a subject in its own right instead of PE.  Students will be working towards a 
BTEC level 2 in Dance and this is at a level 2 and is recognised by leading colleges, universities and 
employers in the industry and at prestigious educational settings. Experience in Dance is desirable 
but a willingness to extend and improve existing Dance skills is a must. You will be expected to 
dance on stage at regular dance shows.

Students will explore a range of Dance styles including, Contemporary, Ballet, Bollywood (Kathak) 
Physical Theatre, Musical Theatre and Jazz dance styles but will explore many more styles as a 
unit in Dance appreciation. Students will be expected to perform in a range of shows, projects and 
community performances as part of their assessments.

As part of the BTEC Dance course, students will be expected to attend additional technique lessons 
which are available as part of our extra – curricular provision here at HDHS and at various dance 
schools in the local area. There will be a range of workshops and trips to venues such as Pineapple 
Dance studios in the West end to help students’ understand the industry and experience 

Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs S Parker - sarah.parker@hdhs.school

professional Dance training.

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in 
Performing Arts ; comprises of 3 Units

1. Exploring the Performing Arts Internally assessed.
2. Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing 

Arts Internal Assessed.
3. Performing to a Brief -Externally assessed.

Dance provides a route to further study in school, 
further and higher education in Dance, Performing Arts 
or PE as well as vocational or professional training and 
community activities. The skills and knowledge gained on 
the BTEC Dance courses prepare students for entry into 
employment, training or further education with a natural 
progression to BTEC Level 3 courses already offered at Harwich and Dovercourt High School, and in 
the local area. We continue to have a 100% Pass rate with fantastic results each year. No experience 

100% COURSE WORK! NO EXAMS!
3 UNITS TO COVER IN 3 YEARS’ ASSIGNMENTS
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GCSE ART *
EXAM BOARD: AQA

Aims and content of the course
Students opting to do a GCSE in Art will explore a range of ideas and starting points.  This course is 
an ‘art craft and design course’ which means that students will be expected to work in a range of 
media (drawing, painting, collage, printing and 3D work). 
Students will focus on expressive workshop skills in the first stages of the course embedding and 
enriching a diverse range of foundation skills. These will then be explored in depth in two main 
projects over the remainder of the course. The projects change every year to keep ideas fresh and 
modern.

Throughout the course students will be offered extra curricular workshops where they will have 
the opportunity to work with materials in more depth. These may include clay work, lino printing, 
devore, large scale and photography workshops. These will enhance the students portfolio. There 
may also be opportunities to attend art galleries which also enhance their portfolio.

Assessment/examinations
Coursework is worth 60% of the final grade.  This is made up of all of the classwork and homework 
from the 2 projects throughout the course. The exam project at the end of year 11 is worth 40% 
of student’s final grade. This is made up of a 10 hour practical exam and roughly 12 weeks of 
supporting prep work done in class with teacher support.

The coursework and exam will measure how students have achieved the following assessment 
objectives. These objectives will be covered throughout the journey of your sketchbook. 

•	 AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
•	 AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, 

materials, techniques and processes.
•	 AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.
•	 AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language.

Future progression beyond Year 11
Art offers numerous opportunities in combination with other arts subjects or in its own right; for 
example, careers in graphic design, illustration, media and marketing. The creative industry is 
continually growing and a large number of jobs involve a more visual and creative roll. Alternatively, 
it can lead to A- Level courses, BTEC courses and foundation Art courses which can then lead onto 
degree level. 

Students are expected to buy an ‘art pack’ at the start of the course that will consist of a high quality A1 
folder, A3 hardback sketchbook, A4 exam book and canvas.  This will be used for their coursework studies

Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs R Good - rosie.good@hdhs.school

*art and art (graphic design) cannot be chosen together



BTEC ART AND DESIGN (GRAPHIC DESIGN)*
EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
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Aims and content of the course
The course units are designed for those with an interest in Graphic Design, Drawing, Designing 
and Visual Communications. The course will teach you many skills required for many careers in the 
design industry including how to use the Adobe suite. Graphic Design is a great subject for pupils 
who are creative and also successful in art or graphic design at KS3.

A graphic designer uses text, illustrations, symbols, photography, textures, colours and letter-
forms to create print and web-based design for a huge variety of clients. They’re essentially visual 
problem-solvers who work fields such as branding, packaging, publishing, advertising and digital 
design. Movie posters, concert tickets, corporate reports, your favourite apps all rely on effective 
design to get the user’s attention and get to the heart of what the client is trying to say. 

Skills you will develop:
•	 Illustration skills: 2D and 3D, technical drawing, shading, rendering, presentation drawings and 

sketching. Also some art focused drawing techniques.
•	 Graphic design: working with a range of professional software including Corel draw, Photoshop, 

Illustrator and 2D Design. Learning about branding, advertising and marketing.
•	 Practical skills: There will be some practical work but the focus here will be on making models 

and using some Computer Aided Manufacture. If you enjoy ‘making’ the GCSE I Design and 
Technology is a better option, most making in graphics is model making.

Assessment/examinations
Internal assessments form 75% of the course (25% for 3 units of work) an external assessment is 
set every January which pupils sit in Year 10 and can resit in Year 11. This is the exam element of 
the course, however, this is a practical exam which will involve creating a portfolio of work and a 
final outcome. This forms the final 25% of the course.

Future progression beyond Year 11
It is possible for you to progress to a higher level qualification such as a Level 3 BTECs, Tech 
Awards and A Levels in Art and Design, Graphic Design or Product Design. It can also lead direct 
into design apprenticeships. Following completion of the BTEC Award, successful candidates would 
be able to enter initial employment at a junior level in such areas as computer aided design, graphic 
design and 3D design. Alternatively, this qualification can contribute to a higher education course in 
the following areas: Advertising, Graphic Design, Publishing, Web Design, Interactive Media, Interior 
Design, Animation, Games Design, TV, Illustration, Architecture, Product Design, Engineering 
Teaching.

Students are expected to buy a ‘graphics pack’ at the start of the course that will consist of 4 individual 
portfolios, fine liners and additional materials.  This will be used for their coursework studies.

Further details can be obtained from:
Miss L Thorpe - leanne.thorpe@hdhs.school

*art and art (graphic design) cannot be chosen together



CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL IN ENTERPRISE AND MARKETING
EXAM BOARD: OCR
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Aims and content of the course
The OCR National qualification in Enterprise and Marketing provides students with the hands on 
experience of preparing to go into business. Students will gain an understanding of how a business 
is formed, key components of ensuring its success and an opportunity to design and pitch their 
own ideas. 

Any student looking to enter the business world would gain insight in the decisions companies 
make and theory behind them. At the same time however they also develop practical hands on 
skills: the needs to present, to convince, to design. 

Assessment/examinations
The course contains three units. 

The first, R064, an examined unit will be taken at the end of Year 9 with resit opportunities if 
required. This will develop their knowledge of key business concepts such as market segmentation, 
break even analysis and the product life cycle. 

The second and third, R065 and R066, are controlled assessment units and enable the student 
to produce their own business idea. This needs to be thoroughly researched and grounded in the 
theory they learnt in the previous module. Once they have designed their product the next unit 
involves pitching and evaluating their business plan. 

Students will need to be prepared to provide written answers and to carefully construct an answer 
to 6 and 8 mark questions. 

Future progression beyond Year 11
At the conclusion of the course students will have the capability to develop their skills and 
knowledge further with a L3 business qualification. Alternatively, students may has found they 
have developed the skills they needs to set up their own small business and become entrepreneurs 
for themselves. Even Richard Branson and Alan Sugar started small!

Further details can be obtained from:
Mr J Bacon - james.bacon@hdhs.school
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BTEC TECH AWARD IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL

Aims and content of the course
Students who choose to study Child Development will be interested in learning about the growth 
and development of children, how this can be measured and factors that affect it. This course 
develops the knowledge and skills required to pursue a career in child care or within the health 
and social care sector. Students will be required to work independently and as a team and will 
spend time looking at case studies of children in a range of scenarios. Students will be expected to 
consistently demonstrate the Care Values by being tolerant and patient, promoting diversity and 
demonstrating confidentiality when discussing cases. 
Students will study play and the benefits of activities to promote social skills, problem solving and 
social skills such as sharing and communication. Students will carry out risk assessments of play 
activities and learn how these can be adapted to suit individual needs of children. Students will be 
good at meeting deadlines, and writing assignments.

Assessment/examinations
The course is split into 3 components, with 60% coursework and 40 % as a synoptic 2 hour exam. 
•	 Component 1: Children’s Growth and Development, comprising coursework worth 30% of the 

final grade
•	 Component 2: Learning Through Play, comprising coursework worth 30 % of the final grade
•	 Component 3: Supporting Children to Play, Learn and Develop, ending with a 2 hour assessment 

in exam conditions worth 40% of the final grade

Future progression beyond Year 11
•	 An apprenticeship in childcare
•	 Employment at a nursery 
•	 Level 3 Child Development course
•	 Level 3 Health and Social Care at HDHS
•	 Part time work opportunities as a babysitter
•	 Progression to careers such as teaching, child care, social worker, nursing, paramedic

Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs V Henderson / Miss A Potts - victoria.henderson@hdhs.school / anna.potts@hdhs.school



GCSE DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
EXAM BOARD: WJEC EDUQAS
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Aims and content of the course
A GCSE in Design and Technology offers an opportunity for students to identify and solve problems 
by designing and making products. 

Students need to be creative, practical and hardworking.  The course involves drawing by hand, 
using Computer Aided Design, understanding the theory of materials and manufacture and 
research into products, design styles and materials technology.  

There is a large amount of coursework creating a folder of work involving written and drawn design 
work.  You will be taught practical building skills using modelling techniques and wood and metal 
work skills.  Students design their own ideas based on a design brief, then model or build them.  
Students need to be self motivated and able to think in sequence to create their individual projects.  
Design and Technology is a practical subject, with a lot of written theory and drawing.

Through studying GCSE Design and Technology, learners will be prepared to participate in an 
increasingly technological world and learn from wider influences on design and technology, 
including historical, social/cultural, environmental and economic factors. 

Assessment/examinations
•	 50% exam
•	 50% coursework 
The exam is content heavy with a focus on materials knowledge, design theory and linked maths 
and science topics.  The coursework is a folder of work that explores, designs and develops a 
solution to the problem set by the exam board.  This is a great opportunity for putting a real world 
focus to design solutions and would suit a student who is both practically minded and creative.  
Please be aware that the practical outcome is only worth 20% of this course and that the main 
focus is on research, design and evaluative skills

Future progression beyond Year 11
A qualification in Design and Technology can lead on to higher or further education.  Students 
could go onto vocational courses or apprenticeships in areas such as Carpentry, Art and Design, 
Construction and Building, Electrical Engineering, Engineering, Building and Decorating, Plumbing, 
Welding and Fabrication.

Students could go on to do A Levels in Design and Technology, Graphic Design, Product Design, Art 
and Design or Engineering.

This course could lead onto a career at a junior or senior level (with higher education) in 
Architecture, Product Design, Carpentry, Building Trades, Engineering, Web Design, Graphic Design, 
Publishing, Interior Design, Sign Writing, Furniture Design, Set Design,  Manufacture, Teaching....

Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs L Keeling - louise.keeling@hdhs.school
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GCSE DRAMA
EXAM BOARD: OCR

Calling all budding Actors, Directors, Set Designers, Costume Designers and Lighting technicians… 
Take Drama to the Next Level!

A typical student who takes GCSE Drama:
•	 Have a passion for performing and enjoy theatre visits
•	 Thrive through being a co-operative member of a group

Coursework: (60%)
•	 Devised Performance (13% of the final mark)

•	 Students perform in a devised performance that is marked by school staff.  The film is then 
sent to the exam board for verification.

•	 Accompanying portfolio (27% of the final mark)
•	 Three sections of work that detail the student’s ideas, their journey and the planning in 

preparation for performance.  It is sent to the exam board.  No more than 2500 words.

•	 Scripted Performance (20% of your final mark)
•	 You perform in two extracts from a play. This is examined by the exam board who visit the 

school at the end of Y11.  You also have to set out your artistic intentions in writing.

Exam (40%)
•	 Section A questions on a set text that you will study during your course
•	 Section B questions on a live production that you have seen during your course.

You do not have to be a confident performer to take this course but a keen interest in Drama and a 
willingness to take part in productions and collaborative work is essential. 

You will also have the opportunity to attend various trips and workshops to support your 
understanding of the scripts you study in the West-end and with other professional artists.

The skills and knowledge gained at GCSE Drama will prepare students for entry into employment, 
training or further education with a natural progression to BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts courses 
offered at Harwich and Dovercourt High School and/or A Level Drama and other courses in the 
area.

Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs V Henderson- victoria.henderson@hdhs.school
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Aims and content of the course
IVQ Level 2 Awards are a new range of qualifications launched recently as alternatives to a GCSE 
pathway, it stands for International Vocational Qualification. IVQs allow for a more vocational and 
practical teaching pathway and have less weighting on a final examination with more weighting on 
the practical and coursework element. This of course very much suits the pathway of engineering 
that we teach. The qualification bears exactly the same equivalence as a GCSE, students can achieve 
a Distinction* (Grade A*), Distinction (Grade A), Merit (Grade B), Pass (Grade C), or Level 1 Pass (D or 
below)
 
The course units are designed for those with an interest in how and why things work. It will be 
based in our engineering workshop, computer room and theory based classrooms. You will learn 
to disassemble, investigate, research, design (both freehand technical drawing and Computer 
Aided Design) and make engineered products and learn a solid base of  foundation engineering 
knowledge. The course will require you to have an advanced level of understanding in mathematics, 
and therefore a minimal predicted level of 4 is encouraged in order for you to succeed in 
engineering. 

Assessment/examinations
The course is split into 3 units

•	 Engineering Design
•	 After learning technical drawing and CAD alongside disassembly, materials knowledge  and 

research skills candidates will sit a 7 hour assessment where they will be asked to research 
and design a given solution to an engineering problem. Students will sit several practices of 
this test before the real thing.

 
•	 Producing Engineering Products

•	 In this unit candidates will be required to make a product form engineering drawings 
provided, they will also be required to show how they plan to make and evaluate the 
product. Here they must show a broad range of skills including, Marking out, Cutting, 
Finishing, Preparing, Shaping, Drilling, Turning, Brazing, Joining, Filing and Soldering. The 
key to the high grades as ever is accuracy and precision.

 
•	 Solving Engineering Problems

•	 This is a 90 minute examination sat at the end of the course and represents 40% of the final 
mark. Short and extended answer questions, based on all the knowledge taught including 
drawing skills, problem solving, materials and process knowledge. You will have lots of 
practice test before this!

INTERNATIONAL VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATION
AWARD IN ENGINEERING
EXAM BOARD: WJEC EDUQAS
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Further details can be obtained from:
Mr S Moyo - samuel.moyo@hdhs.school

Future progression beyond Year 11
There is a huge shortage of engineers in the UK and abroad and there are many well paid 
opportunities open to those interested. Engineering is a huge field that encompasses many areas, 
you will begin to learn about these with this course. This course is not mechanics!
There are a huge amount of opportunities in Engineering and many University courses and 
companies offering large financial bursaries (funding) for students to study at University. There are 
also many jobs available through the apprenticeship route both locally, nationally and worldwide. 
We will help you to find an apprenticeship route if you do not want to stay onto sixth form to study 
this area at a higher level and would like to start work.

Students are expected to pay for completed outcomes if they wish to take them home

INTERNATIONAL VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATION
AWARD IN ENGINEERING (CONT.)
EXAM BOARD: WJEC EDUQAS
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GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
EXAM BOARD: WJEC EDUQAS

Aim of the course
Opting for a GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition equips students with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and 
healthy eating. It encourages students  to cook, enables them to make informed decisions about 
food and nutrition and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves 
and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. 

By studying food preparation and nutrition learners will: 
•	 be able to demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a 

variety of food commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment
•	 develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties, chemical characteristics 

and nutritional content of food and drinks
•	 understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 

psychological effects of poor diet and health
•	 understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food 

availability, production processes, diet and health choices
•	 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory 

qualities and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, 
cooking and serving food

•	 understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions 
(traditional British and international) to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes

The content of course is divided into 6 areas:

1. Food commodities
2. Principles of nutrition 
3. Diet and good health 
4. The science of food 
5. Where food comes from
6. Cooking and food preparation

Assessment/examinations
Component 1: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes   50% of qualification
 
This component will consist of two sections both containing compulsory questions and will assess 
the six areas of content as listed above.

Section A: questions based on stimulus material.

Section B: structured, short and extended response questions to assess content related to food 
preparation and nutrition.
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GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION (CONT.)
EXAM BOARD: WJEC EDUQAS

Component 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action 

Non-examination assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated

Assessment 1: 8 hours

Assessment 2: 12 hours 50% of qualification

Assessment 1: The Food Investigation Assessment: A scientific food investigation which will 
assess the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to scientific principles 
underlying the preparation and cooking of food. :

Assessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment: Prepare, cook and present a menu which 
assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, 
cooking and presentation of food. 

These assessments will be based on a choice of tasks released by WJEC Eduqas annually. 
This linear qualification will be available in May/June each year. It will be awarded

Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs G Bradshaw - grace.bradshaw@hdhs.school

What GCSE Food Prep and Nutrition offer? A Food qualification can lead to a range of 
career opportunities within the food Industry.

•	 A GCSE qualification 
•	 Increased in  your knowledge of food 

nutrition
•	 Develop high level practical skills
•	 Develop  ICT skills through the use of 

nutritional and food related software
•	 Improve your confidence in cooking
•	 Increased knowledge about healthy 

lifestyle
•	 Enjoyment of being creative with food

•	 Chef
•	 Food science
•	 Food and consumerism
•	 Food Technologist
•	 Food Product Developer
•	 Party and Events Host
•	 Dietetics and sports nutrition
•	 Hotel and catering management
•	 Food Retailing
•	 Food Quality Inspector/Manager 
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GCSE FRENCH
EXAM BOARD: AQA

Aims and content of the course
GCSE French provides an academic qualification which is intended to develop your ability to 
communicate with native speakers in both speech and writing. Studying French broadens your 
horizons, encourages you to step beyond familiar situations and develop new ways of seeing 
the world. It also broadens cultural knowledge of France and French speaking countries and 
communities. You will learn skills for immediate use and also skills to prepare you for further 
language study in higher education or employment.

What topics will I study?
You will study both familiar and new topics. 

Theme 1 – Identity and Culture
•	 Me, my family and friends (relationships with friends/family. Marriage/partnership)
•	 Technology in everyday life (social media, mobile technology)
•	 Free-time activities (Music, cinema and TV, food and eating out, sport)
•	 Customs and festivals in French-speaking countries/communities

Theme 2 – Local, national, international and global areas of interest
•	 Home, town, neighbourhood and region
•	 Social issue (charity/voluntary work, healthy/unhealthy living)
•	 Global issues (the environment, poverty/homelessness)
•	 Travel and tourism

Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment
•	 My studies
•	 Life at school/college
•	 Education post 16
•	 Jobs, career choices and ambitions

Assessment/examinations
All assessments will now take place at the end of year 11 and you will be graded between 9 and 1.
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GCSE FRENCH (CONT.)
EXAM BOARD: AQA

Future progression beyond Year 11
There are many key skills that employers look for and these are all skills that can be developed 
through learning French! Examples of these are: communication skills, team working skills, 
interpersonal skills, presentation skills, problem solving skills, organisational skills and good 
learning strategies, amongst others. Many employers look for school leavers with language skills 
and some university places require a language GCSE. 

French GCSE could open many career paths for you. Here are some examples of jobs and industries 
in which you could use your language skills: 
•	 Game translator 
•	 Technology
•	 Travel and tourism
•	 Banking
•	 Fashion
•	 Charity administration
•	 HR 
•	 Journalism 
•	 Teaching 
•	 Marketing 
•	 Sales 
•	 IT 
•	 Administrative roles

Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs V Williams - vanessa.williams@hdhs.school

Listening Speaking Reading Writing

25%

Foundation – 
35 minutes (including 

5 minutes reading 
time)

Higher – 
45 minutes (including 

5 minutes reading 
time) 

Different types of 
spoken language in 
clearly articulated 

speech, at near 
normal speed.

25%

Foundation – 7-9 
minutes

Higher – 10-12 
minutes

 
Conducted by your 

class teacher.
Made up of three 

parts
1. Role play,

2. Photo card
3. General 

conversation

25%

Foundation – 45 
minutes

Higher – 1 hour
 

Different types of 
written language 
used, including 

relevant personal 
communication, 

public information 
and factual and 

literary texts.

25%

Foundation – 1 hour
Higher – 1 hour 15 

minutes
 

Including structured 
writing tasks, 

translations and 
open ended tasks
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Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs D Cook - david.cook@hdhs.school

GCSE GEOGRAPHY
EXAM BOARD: AQA

Aims and content of the course
GCSE Geography provides a well-respected academic subject qualification recognised for many 
future career paths and on your CV. This is a new course with some elements of topics you have 
learnt during Years 7-9 but also new topics.

Geography helps you to make sense of the world around you. It is hands on, it is relevant and it is 
fun. The course will give you the chance to get to grips with some of the big questions which affect 
our world and understand the social, economic and physical forces and processes which shape and 
change our world. 

Assessment/examinations

Unit 1: Living with the Physical Environment. Key concepts include:
•	 Challenge of Natural Hazards: Earthquakes, tropical storms and climate change.
•	 The Living World:  Local ecosystem, rainforests and cold environments.
•	 Physical Landscapes in the UK: Coasts and Rivers.

Unit 2: Challenges in the Human Environment.  Key questions include:
•	 Urban Challenges: What is life like in a slum in Brazil? How are cities being built to provide a 

sustainable future?
•	 The Changing Economic World: Why are some countries so much poorer than others? Why is 

the UK one of the most developed countries in the world?

Unit 3: Geographical Applications: 
•	 Fieldwork is key to understanding Geography, you will carry out two important fieldwork 

sessions. From these two enquiries you will learn key skills which you will use in your exam 
alongside the findings from your study.

•	 Issue Evaluation: An issue themed from either unit 1 or 2 will be used to form a series of exam 
questions using skills and sources. An extended questions will be given on sources released a 
few weeks before your exam.

Future progression beyond Year 11
Studying geography develops your analytical and communication skills and your ability to evaluate 
data, all strengths that are in demand in the graduate jobs market. Like other social science 
graduates, you have a broad range of career paths open to you, though you may be particularly 
drawn to areas such as environmental planning, health, politics and international relations. 
Geography students tend to be open-minded and interested in the world around them, qualities 
which are attractive to employers and may be a particular advantage if you are working for an 
international organisation.
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BTEC TECH AWARD IN HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL

Aims and content of the course
Students choosing Health and Social Care will be interested in a career which centres around 
people and the services that provide support and care. About 3 million people in the UK work within 
this sector and it is expanding. If you opt for this subject, you will study growth and development 
across infancy, childhood, adolescence and early, middle and later adulthood. You will explore a 
range of factors that can impact this and look at how life events can affect a person’s development. 
You’ll need to interview friends or family to complete an assignment based on this topic. 
Students will also develop their research and communication skills when learning about the 
provision available in the health and social care sector and the barriers preventing different groups 
of people from accessing the services they require. You’ll need to demonstrate how to promote 
inclusivity and diversity and support vulnerable groups of people. 
Students will be encouraged to work in pairs and small groups to examine case studies 
identifying examples of health and well-being in a range of scenarios. Students will need to show 
determination when working independently to complete coursework assignments. 

Assessment/examinations
There are three essential components that make up the assessment for the course;
Component 1: Human Lifespan Development, comprising coursework that contributes 30% to the 
final grade.
Component 2: Health and Social Care Services, comprising coursework that contributes 30% to the 
final grade.
Component 3: Health and Well-being, comprising a synoptic exam that contributes 40% to the final 
grade.

Future progression beyond Year 11
•	 Level 3 Health and Social Care course at HDHS  
•	 Apprenticeships within the health and social care sector
•	 Future careers to include: teachers, doctors, pharmacists, nurses, midwives and healthcare 

assistants, social care assistants, occupational therapists, counsellors and administrators, 
paramedics, social workers.

Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs V Henderson / Miss A Potts - victoria.henderson@hdhs.school / anna.potts@hdhs.school
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Further details can be obtained from:
Mr P Sears - peter.sears@hdhs.school

GCSE HISTORY
EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

The GCSE History course offers an excellent academic subject qualification that will really look 
great on your CV. This is a new course from 2016, but includes some of the topics taught on the 
previous specification, and topics students are familiar with from their KS3 programme of study.  
All are welcome to study History that have an interest in the subject. The students are assessed 
by examination only at the end of Year 11.  The course is taught across Years 9, 10 and 11, and 
includes a revision programme throughout.  Independent revision will be a vital part of student 
success at GCSE, but a weekly revision session will be provided throughout the course for students 
to seek support in.

The examination content and topics studied are outlined below.
 
•	 Paper 1- Thematic study- Medicine in Britain c1250-present & Historic environment- The 

British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, treatment and the trenches.
•	 Paper 2 – British depth study: Anglo Saxon & Norman England 1066-1088 & Period Study- The 

American West 1835-1895.
•	 Paper 3- Modern Depth Study- Weimar & Nazi Germany 1919-39.
 
The GCSE requires students to develop and demonstrate the following;
 
•	 Knowledge and understanding of the chronology, key features, individuals, events, 

developments and issues in the specified content.
•	 Understanding of the historical concepts of continuity and change, cause and consequence, 

similarity and difference, and significance by making connections, drawing contrasts, analysing 
trends and framing historical questions. 

•	 Understanding of the connections between different aspects of the periods and themes 
studied; between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, 
social, political, religious and military history; and between short and long term time-scales.

•	 Understanding of how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, discerning how and 
why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.

•	 The ability to create their own structured accounts, including written narratives, descriptions 
and analyses.

Alongside this there are opportunities for students to develop their skills further by attending 
trips outside of school. Previous visits have included a visit to the old operating theatre in London, 
meeting a Holocaust survivor, and a GCSE conference in London covering the content through 
performance and workshops with actual examiners. This year a hugely exciting opportunity for 
GCSE students was launched, a residential visit to Krakow and Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration 
camp.

History is not just the past but vital for your future. It tests your ability to reason and explain your 
view. History provides you with the skills employers are looking for. For this reason it is useful in a 
range of careers including law, journalism, History and English related jobs, and even the world of 
business.
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GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL

his course is designed for students who want to learn about HOW a computer works.  THIS 
COURSE IS NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL IN ICT. It has a 20% 
programming project practical coursework element.  Aside from that, the material covered is 
theoretical and will involve studying the following topics:

Problem Solving
Computer Science is all about solving problems.  When we code, we have to write instructions that 
make things happen.  By constructing systematic and logical sequences of instructions, we can get 
computers to take inputs; process them and display outputs.  As programmers, you will learn how 
to write algorithms, pseudo-code and flowcharts to represent code and solve problems.

Programming
In this topic, you will learn the theory of programming.  Much of this unit directly relates to Python. 
This is the application that will be used in the Controlled Assessment, which will take place in Year 
11. 

Data
In this topic, students will learn about the way information is stored in a computer system.  
This includes learning about binary and hexadecimal number systems.  Students will find out 
how binary calculations are carried out and the way image files and audio clips are coded and 
stored using binary.  This aspect of computer science is very mathematical and so a good basic 
understanding of numbers would be preferable. 

Computers
Peripheral devices and internal components are what make the computer function.  That together 
with the software ensure that computers operate in the way we want.  In this topic, you will learn 
about what happens inside a computer system; how it uses those components and the types of 
software that are necessary for users.

Communication and the Internet
Connecting computer systems to each other involves a vast amount of hardware and software.  
This topic concentrates on how systems are connected together and how data is transmitted. 
With this, comes the idea of security and how Computer systems are protected from threats and 
harmful attacks
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Further details can be obtained from:
Mr W Melton - william.melton@hdhs.school

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL

The Bigger Picture
Computing Technology has a wider impact on the world around us.  This is in respect of the 
environment, legal implications and how it affects human rights to remain private individuals.  This 
topic looks at these issues, and students learn about the positive and negative ideas behind the 
use of computing technology.
 
GCSE in Computer Science should encourage candidates to be inspired, moved and challenged. The 
course provides excellent progression to ‘A’ Level Computer Science, vocational courses and on to 
degree level courses in the areas of computing, engineering and science.
 
The course consists of three components. Components 1 and 2, are written papers (1 hour 30 
minutes) and has 80% of the qualification. This component is externally assessed. All questions are 
compulsory and it includes a mixture of short and long answer questions taken from across the 
subject content.
 
Component 3 Practical Programming, control assessment. The students will complete tasks from 
a set of options supplied by the examination board.  This component is internally assessed and 
externally verified and has 20% of the qualification.
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CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL IN ICT
EXAM BOARD: OCR

This course is designed for vocationally minded students who want to assess the application 
of ICT skills through their practical use.  THIS COURSE IS NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH 
COMPUTER SCIENCE. It has a 25% written exam element based upon understanding how 
computer systems work and 75% coursework that will equip students with sound ICT skills 
for everyday use and provide opportunities to develop desirable and transferable skills such 
as planning, research and analysis, working with others or communicating technical concepts 
effectively. 

Understanding computer systems
This unit will provide learners with the underpinning knowledge and understanding 
required to use computer systems effectively. Learners will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the systems they use both at home and at school and will explore how 
these same technologies are used by business organisation.

Using ICT to create solutions in a business environment
This unit will enable learners to develop ICT skills that will equip them to operate effectively 
in a business environment. This unit complements topic of understanding computer systems. 
In this unit students will work with ‘office’ applications software to edit and format/create 
content to meet specified business purposes.

Handling data using spreadsheets
This unit will help students to process and present data into meaningful information that 
can be used to support the decision-making process in real life scenarios. Students will be 
able to interpret requirements for a spreadsheet, take unstructured data, plan how to use 
it in a spreadsheet, create and populate a spreadsheet, use relevant functions and tools to 
manipulate the data and produce outputs to present the data graphically to support decision 
making.

Creating an interactive product using multimedia components
In this unit students learn to demonstrate their creative flair by combining multimedia 
components to create a vibrant, energetic  interactive product. Interactive products are used 
widely in everyday life; from visiting a website, ordering online products, using mobile phone 
applications, viewing a presentation, e-learning products or playing computer games. On 
completion of this unit students will be able to show how the interactive product meets both 
the user needs and extends their capability within the use of applications software such as 
Microsoft Powerpoint.

The Bigger Picture
The course will assess the application of ICT skills through their practical use. They will 
provide students with essential knowledge, transferable skills and tools to improve their 
learning in other subjects with the aims of enhancing their employability when they leave 
education, contributing to their personal development and future economic well-being.
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Further details can be obtained from:
Mr W Melton - william.melton@hdhs.school

CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL IN ICT (CONT.)
EXAM BOARD: OCR

Cambridge Nationals in ICT should encourage students to regard their own personal data security 
and the security of the data of others will be increased and, overall, learners will be more informed 
users of computers making them more effective participators in business and social life. The 
course provides excellent progression to ‘A’ Levels: Electronics, ICT, Applied ICT and Computing, 
as well as Apprenticeships, Cambridge Technicals in Digital Media (Level 2//3) and Cambridge 
Technicals in ICT (Level 2/3).
 
The course consists of four units. Unit 1: Understanding computer systems is a written paper (1 
hour) and has 25% of the qualification and assessed  externally.  All questions are compulsory and 
it includes a mixture of short and long answer questions taken from understanding how computer 
systems work at home, school and the workplace.

Unit 2: Using ICT to create solutions in a business environment, Unit 3: Handling data using 
spreadsheets and Unit 4: Creating an interactive product using multimedia components are each 
25% of the qualification. These units are assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the 
exam board.
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GCSE MEDIA
EXAM BOARD: WJEC EDUQAS

Aims and content of the course
Media Studies is an exciting, modern and varied GCSE. It allows students to both study aspects of 
the media as well as create media pieces themselves.
Over the duration of the course, students will examine a range of media including: television, 
radio, online, print media (such as newspapers and print advertising), film and music. They will 
establish a comprehensive understanding of how each of these elements influence the masses, 
how the media is structured and how each medium is produced. This will involve both analysis and 
production.

Students will take a ‘hands-on’ approach; they will be using production equipment such as video 
cameras, editing suites, publishing software, digital photography and New Media resources. 
Alongside this, they will examine media text, such as film and newspapers, and analyse the 
techniques used to produce this media.
Further to this already comprehensive experience, students will visit the real media world during 
the course with a trip to either the BBC Television Centre, Warner Brothers studios, or local radio 
stations.

Assessment
The course is split into 2 sections: 1 practical production and 2 written exams.
Students are expected to submit a practical production for an intended audience in response to 
a choice of briefs set by the exam board which will take the form of either a short film, television 
programme or advert, or another visual media based piece.
Finally, 2 exams will take place as a controlled written test. The first explores Media Language, 
Representation, Industries and Audiences. The second is about understanding Media Forms and 
Products.

Assessment/examinations
•	 Exam 1 - 40%
•	 Exam 2 - 30%
•	 NEA - 30% (non-externally assessed work)  

Future progression beyond Year 11
•	 Level 3 Digital Media Course at HDHS Sixth Form
•	 A Level Media or A Level Film Studies
•	 Apprenticeships within the Media Industry

There are many jobs and career pathways that you can pursue with a qualification in Media, as 
Media is one of the fastest and largest growing industries. Areas of work include television, radio, 
film, video, digital media, computer games, journalism, publish, PR, advertising and social media 
and marketing.

Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs E Tyers- elizabeth.tyerrs@hdhs.school
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Further details can be obtained from:
Miss E Short - emma.short@hdhs.school

BTEC MUSIC
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL

This course will follow the BTEC Music specification leading to a BTEC First Award qualification 
(equivalent to GCSE). As part of the course students will have opportunities to work with 
professionals in the industry, and have hands on experience in the recording studio. This course 
will enable you to develop all aspects of your musical training as well as providing training in some 
music production and technology elements.

BTEC First Award in Music comprises of four units, two compulsory ‘core’ units and 2 optional units.  
For 2020 the following units will be available:

The Music Industry    Core (external assessment)
Managing a Music Product  Core
Introducing Live Sound   Optional
Introducing Music Composition  Optional
Introducing Music Performance  Optional

Students must choose 2 from the Optional units but will study all the units before selecting. 

You need to have some instrumental skills but do not need to be a confident performer to 
take this course. It is recommended that students take up musical tuition on an instrument to 
support them in reaching the higher grades in. As part of the course you get to design and make 
your own CD as well as produce shows and work with live sound. If you have a keen interest 
in music and the industry and a willingness to take part in productions and collaborative work 
then this course is for you! 

Assessment
Three of the four units are assessed internally through coursework.  The Music Industry unit is 
assessed externally – students will take a one hour paper based exam.  Students will receive 
a point score for each completed unit.  The overall grade being determined by the total score 
achieved.

The skills and knowledge gained on the BTEC First Music course prepare students for entry into 
employment, training or further education with a natural progression to BTEC Level 3 courses 
already offered at Harwich and Dovercourt High School and other Colleges. This course is more for 
the practical musician rather than academic
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GCSEs

What they are
GCSE stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education. The qualification mainly involves studying the 
theory of a subject, combined with some investigative work. Some subjects also involve practical work. 

GCSEs are at Levels 1 and 2 (Level 1, 3-1 or D-G grades, Level 2, 9-4 or A*-C grades) on the National 
Qualifications Framework, depending on the grade achieved. The framework shows how different types of 
qualifications compare, in terms of the demands they place on students. 

Types of GCSEs 
GCSEs are available in a large number of academic subjects. 

Choosing GCSE subjects 
Staff at harwich & Dovercourt High School can advise you about the subjects available. You can also search 
for GCSE courses on https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content 

How students are assessed
GCSEs are assessed mainly by written final examinations at the end of the course, although in some 
subjects there are also assessments taken during the course. Some subjects, like art & design, have 
ongoing portfolio work.

For some subjects, everyone sits the same examination. For others, students have a choice of two tiers: 
‘higher’ and ‘foundation’. Each tier leads to a different range of grades. The subject teacher normally 
decides which tier is best for individual students. 

Grades 
GCSEs are graded 9-1 or A*-G; the results are published in August. 
•	 Higher tier examinations lead to grades 9-3 or A*-E 
•	 Foundation tier examinations lead to grades 5-1 

Marks 
Examiners work out how many ‘raw marks’ are needed to get a certain grade. If a GCSE made up of units 
is taken, the results slip may show a points score on the uniform mark scale (UMS). The UMS is a system 
which examiners use to combine different unit marks to get the overall GCSE grade.

Where GCSEs can lead 
Getting a GCSE can lead to a number of routes, such as, an apprenticeship or further study. If GCSEs at 
Level 1 are completed, students can move on to other courses or work-based training at Levels 1 or 2. If 
GCSEs at Level 2 are completed, this can lead to other Level 2 courses and Level 3 courses of all types.

If considering Higher Education, GCSEs in certain subjects may be needed. Most universities and colleges 
will ask for five GCSEs grades 9-4, including English and Mathematics (as well as A Levels or equivalent 
qualifications). Some universities may also ask for a GCSE language to have been achieved at grades 9-4. 
They might also ask students to have completed other EBacc subjects too in future
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Additional importance of GCSEs 
The changing picture at A Level (with a movement to linear A Levels which are examined at the end of 
Year 13) means that universities are looking more closely at achievement at GCSE performance when 
making decisions. As a result, the grades that students gain in their GCSE examinations are very important 
for those students intending to apply to university in the future. Choosing the right combination of GCSE 
subjects, including a modern foreign language should also be carefully considered so as to not cause 
difficulties with university entrance.

CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL CERTIFICATE AND PEARSON BTEC

What they are 
Cambridge Nationals and BTECs are designed specifically for students aged 14-16. They are industry 
relevant and suit a wide range of learners. They are equivalent in size to a GCSE. 

Learners will awarded a grade on the following scale: 
•	 Distinction* at Level 2 (*2) 
•	 Distinction at Level 2 (D2) 
•	 Merit at Level 2 (M2) 
•	 Pass at Level 2 (P2) 
•	 Distinction at Level 1 (D1) 
•	 Merit at Level 1 (M1) 
•	 Pass at Level 1 (P1) 

GCSEs (CONT.)

ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE

Although not a qualification in itself, the EBacc recognises those students that have secured a C/4 grade 
(or equivalent), or better across a core of academic subjects – English, mathematics, computing, history or 
geography, the sciences and a language. It would be very sensible for students potentially wishing to take 
an academic KS5 pathway (A Levels or International Baccalaureate) which in turn might lead to study in 
Higher Education to consider following EBacc subjects at KS4. Not doing so could potentially close some 
options to them in the future if universities change their admissions arrangements.
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UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE

The Russell Group of 24 leading UK universities have also published guidance on post-16 study choices 
and have published a list of ‘facilitating subjects’ which they list as Mathematics, English, Physics, 
Biology, Chemistry, Geography, History and Languages. Further information can be found at http://www.
russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/ 

Of course there are also many other universities outside of the Russell Group that will have different 
admissions criteria and are less likely to be so specific about ‘facilitating subjects’. Most university 
courses will require a minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade 4/grade C or above, including GCSE English (plus 
any other course specific GCSE subjects). For admission to a typical programme of three A Levels or A 
levels and BTECS at Harwich and Dovercourt Sixth form College, students should have a range of GCSEs 
or equivalents. The subjects should include English language and Mathematics, and the grades achieved 
should be five grade 4s (or higher) with grade 5s (or higher) in the subjects to be studied (where these have 
been studied at GCSE or equivalent).

FAQ: EBACC

Should I study History or Geography and a language at GCSE? 
For students potentially wishing to take an academic KS5 pathway (A Levels or International Baccalaureate), 
which in turn might lead to study in Higher Education, it would be very sensible to study these subjects at 
KS4. 

Are any universities currently insisting that students have taken the EBacc at GCSE? 
Not currently, although a number of universities are identifying those included in the EBacc as desirable 
to support study at university – Mathematics, English, Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Geography, History or 
languages. 

Further details can be obtained from: 
Mrs S Parker, Head of Sixth Form; sarah.parker@hdhs.school

FURTHER INFORMATION ON
RAISING THE PARTICIPATION AGE (RPA)

The Government increased the age to which all young people in England must continue in education or 
training, requiring them to continue until their 18th birthday with effect from 2015. Raising the participation 
age (RPA) does not mean young people must stay in school; they will be able to choose one of the following 
options post-16:- 
•	 full-time education, such as school, college or home education; 
•	 an apprenticeship; 
•	 part-time education or training if they are employed, self-employed or volunteering full-time (which is 

defined as 20 hours or more a week)
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Mr S Sansom, Head of PSHE - shaun.sansom@hdhs.school 

Mr C Herron, Assistant Headteacher and Careers Leader - chris.herron@hdhs.school 

Mr M Higgon, Deputy Headteacher - martin.higgon@hdhs.school 

Mrs S Parker,  Head of Sixth Form - sarah.parker@hdhs.school 

Mrs M Honeyman, Head of Year 8 - michelle.honeyman@hdhs.school

Harwich and Dovercourt Sixth Form College - 01255 245460 - www.hdhs.org.uk/sixth-form/ 
Colchester Institute - 01206 712000 - www.colchester.ac.uk
Colchester Sixth Form - 01206 500700 - www.colchsfc.ac.uk
Suffolk One - 01473 556600 - www.suffolkone.ac.uk
Writtle College- www.writtle.ac.uk

USEFUL CONTACTS
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KEY DATES FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS/CARERS

Wednesday 26 February 2020 - Year 8 Options Assembly

Wednesday 26 February - Thursday 19 March 2020- Ongoing Taster Lessons in Options Subjects

Thursday 27 February 2020 - Year 8 Parents Evening and Options Evening

Friday 20 March 2020 - Deadline for options form completion (online)

FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE

National Careers Service 
The National Careers Service provides information, advice and guidance to help 
you make decisions on learning, training and work opportunities. The service offers 
confidential and impartial advice. This is supported by qualified careers advisers. https://
nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/

National Careers Service on Facebook
Keep up to date with the National Careers Service. https://www.facebook.com/
NationalCareersService  

Careersbox 
Careersbox is a free online library of careers related film, news and information. As the 
preferred digital new media partner to the Institute of Career Guidance, the largest careers 
body in the UK, Careersbox aim to deliver the right information at the right time to careers 
advisers and job seekers. http://www.careersbox.co.uk/  

Kudos 
Kudos is an impartial online careers guidance and information program that helps young 
people plan their future and make informed decisions. Students are able to record their likes 
and dislikes, explore career ideas and types of work as well as formulate an action plan. 
http://kudos.cascaid.co.uk/  

Careerscape 
Careerscape supports young people with an inspiring online careers resource that is ideal for 
careers research and complements the use of Kudos. It offers further in-depth information 
on careers such as real-life case studies, video footage of people at work, photographs and 
sound clips. As well as providing careers information, Careerscape helps users with the 
surrounding issues that affect career choice such as education/training options, employment 
issues, subjects, higher education courses and lifestyle issues.
https://careerscape.cascaid.co.uk/#/login  

Apprenticeships 
This site offers guidance on different types of apprenticeship and how to apply for them. It 
also includes an Apprenticeship Vacancies section. http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/  
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UCAS 
UCAS provides application services across a range of subject areas and modes of study for 
UK higher education providers. http://www.ucas.com/

FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE (CONT.)

Sixth Form Links 
Find out about open events and check deadlines for applications. Research subjects available and the entry 
requirements for subject choices to study A Levels and BTEC Level 3 courses. Harwich & Dovercourt Sixth 
Form College - https://www.hdhs.org.uk/sixth-form/ 

College Links 
Find out about courses and qualifications on offer.
Attend college open events to find out more about facilities and college life. 
Colchester Institute - 01206 712000; www.colchester.ac.uk  
Colchester Sixth Form- 01206 500700; https://www.colchsfc.ac.uk
Suffolk One- 01473556600; https://www.suffolkone.ac.uk/
Writtle College - www.writtle.ac.uk  

Additional Websites 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize
BBC site, with general information and advice on GCSE course choices.
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