
 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):  

 
 For students who are about to start Year 12 at HDSFC 

  

1. I have a question to ask. When will staff be available?  

Firstly, look through our FAQs, we may have the answer to your question. If not, you 
can use our current sixth form email address: sixthform@hdhs.school. 

Staff will be available during the enrolment period to answer your questions and a 
face to face appointment can be made using the following link on our enrolment day: 
21st August 10am-2pm. 

 

2. What if I didn’t get the required grades in one of my subjects to enrol on a course?  

As you know you are required to have the grades as outlined in the prospectus to 
meet the specific course requirement and therefore enrol on a course other than 
KLIC and Hairdressing. If you have not met this requirement, then there could be 
other courses on offer that you could study. Have a careful look at the prospectus on 
our website for ideas. Look for a course that you will both enjoy and have met the 
entry requirements for.  We may need to check the option blocks to ensure your 
combination of subjects is possible. However, please do not worry, if you have not 
met the entry criteria a member of the sixth form team will be in contact to discuss 
exactly what alternatives you can apply for.   

 

3. Can I change one of my subjects?  

Yes, you can. Often students change their mind following their results and 
experiences since making their application. Look for a course that you will both enjoy 
and have met the entry requirements for. Research using our website as to what 
courses you are interested in. Consider what you will study and how you will be 
assessed. Changes to options are subject to spaces on that course. You will need to 
email a request to ‘change of course’ our current sixth form email address: 
sixthform@hdhs.school by 2pm on the 21st August. 

 

 

 



 
4. Can I change one of my subjects after enrolment day?  

It is not recommended that students change courses once they have started. 
However, there will be a window of opportunity to discuss courses between the third 
and fourth weeks of term. Students will need to have a meeting with one of the sixth 
form team, to discuss why a change is happening. Mrs Parker will then make the final 
decision on any changes to your programme of study.  

5. What if my GCSE grades are not quite as I hoped they would be and I now cannot 
enrol on my chosen subjects?  

Have a careful look at alternative courses outlined on our website. Check the course 
grade requirements to see if your GCSE grades meet them. We would still like you to 
contact us so you are able to receive expert advice and guidance about your next 
steps. It might be that we can work with you to put you on an alternative programme 
of study.   

6. How many courses do I have to study?  

All students in year 12 should be “full-time” and the general rule is that you should 
have a programme of study that is equivalent to three A Level courses. For some 
students this could be a combination of A Level courses and Applied courses 
(Btec/NVQ). In addition to this, you will have a tutor mentoring, private study and 
enrichment and work experience* and all students will complete the Princes Trust 
and PSHE programmes. Under no circumstances should you schedule any paid 
employment during Mon-Fri between 8.45-3.10pm. 

 

7. Can I study four courses?  

Whilst some colleges promote four courses, HDSFC students will study the three A 
Level or equivalent programmes because this remains the standard offer for all 
universities. There needs to be very good reasons why students would study four 
courses. Students with very high academic performance (at least 5 grades at 9/8/7) 
sometimes consider the four course option, however we believe it is more realistic 
and beneficial for our students to have excellent outcomes and not overstretch 
themselves to 4 A levels. You will also have enrichment, EPQ and Princes Trust to 
boost your academic profile.  

 

8. Do I need to complete the summer task?  

Yes. Each task is designed to take 3 – 4 hours to complete. They also do not have to 
be submitted until the week beginning 7th September. We do recommend that tasks 
are completed before term starts for the courses you have requested to enrol on. If 
you leave all tasks until the last minute, then you will put yourself under unnecessary 
stress. 

 

 



 
 

9. I have not got a grade 4 in English and/or maths. Does this mean that I can’t come 
to sixth form?  

No, however it may affect what options you can enrol on. Please take a careful look at 
the entry requirements. If you are uncertain you can speak to our staff on enrolment 
day (21st August)  to advise you on the best possible pathway.  

If you have not achieved a 4 in English/maths then you will have to re-take these 
courses. If you have a grade 2 or lower we will put you on a Level 1 and 2 Functional 
Skills course to ensure you are on a staged approach to gaining your English and 
Maths. You will have taught lessons as part of your timetable, on top of your main 
courses. We hope that you achieve these qualifications in year 12.  

10. Will I get a laptop as part of the VIP experience at HDSFC? 

Yes you will be issued your own chromebook and ID card at the beginning of your 
induction on Thursday 3rd September or Friday 4th September. You will need to sign 
your agreement to take responsibility for the chromebook and be expected to bring 
this in every day to college and check your email regularly. Your email will remain the 
same as Year 11 to make life easier! 

11. Is there a student Bursary? 

Yes, we have a student bursary to support you with study materials specifically for 
Sixth form. This is ’means‘ tested depending on your household income and there are 
3 levels of bursary. You can complete your bursary forms as part of enrolment and 
we will confirm which level you are eligible to receive. 

12. When do I need to look for my work experience placement? 

If you are a KLIC student, Hairdressing student, on the Blended route or Health and 
Social Care student, you can approach an employer to ask if they will offer you a 
placement when government guidelines say they can. We have an extensive list of 
local businesses, schools and employers who have supported our Sixth form work 
experience. You will have a contact list in your enrolment pack and a letter to guide 
you. The sooner the better is the best advice we give to make contact. 

13. I had learning support in my lessons in Year 11, will this still be the case? 

Yes, we have a lead learning support assistant dedicated to the Sixth form this year - 
Mr Samson; but you will be expected to be more independent. However, you will 
receive support in your lessons as and when needed. You will also have access to the 
C.A.S.A and mentoring and support with our specialist staff even as a sixth former. 

14. I do not wish to attend HDSFC. What do I need to do?  

You are able to discuss any concerns with Mrs Parker or a member of the sixth form 
team.  We are always disappointed if someone does not wish to take up his or her 
place, however we are here to support you so please contact us as we may be able to 
help you with your destination. Use the email address: sarah.parker@hdhs.school. 

 


